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Dear AKABFE Members,

| would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make our events at
AIM2025 in Toronto such a tremendous success. Your dedication, presence, and
engagement created a memorable and inspiring experience for all of us involved.

First and foremost, I’m delighted to share that our AKABFE Business Meeting at AIM2025
drew a record-breaking 125 participants—the highest in our history. This remarkable turnout
reflects the growing strength and unity of our community. | am deeply grateful for the time
and effort many of you invested to attend the meetingin person, despite busy schedules and
long travels. Your participation demonstrated the vitality and commitment that make
AKABFE a unique and vibrant organization.

Our technical session was equally successful. With 11 highly competitive presentations,
this year’s session highlighted the outstanding research being conducted by our students
and early-career professionals. | was particularly impressed by the quality and clarity of the
presentations, which have steadily improved over the years—surpassing the standards from
15 years ago when | was in their shoes. This progression is a powerful reminder of the bright
future of agricultural and biological engineering in Korea and the U.S., and of the incredible
potential held by our young engineers. Congratulations again to our four student award
recipients, who were recognized for their excellence with cash prizes. Your hard work and
passion are truly commendable.

Throughout the conference, | received a number of positive remarks and thoughtful
suggestions from members and attendees. One of the most exciting developments was a
conversation with Professor Hyeok-ju Kim, Chairman of the Korean Society for Agricultural
Machinery (KSAM), regarding the possibility of establishing regular financial support from
KSAM for our annual student competition and technical session. While the AKABFE session
and student competition are already held each year, there was strong encouragement to
formalize and expand their impact through sustained funding and broader institutional
collaboration. | want to assure you that we will actively pursue these opportunities and do
our utmost to incorporate your feedback, further strengthening AKABFE as a supportive and
dynamic platform for professional growth and meaningful connection.

As we reflect on this year’s achievements, we also look forward with excitement to AIM2026,
which will take place in Indianapolis, Indiana. | hope to see many of you there next summer.
Indianapolis is a vibrant city with much to offer: it’s home to the world-renowned Children’s
Museum and Indiana State Museum, and is within driving distance of several major
agricultural and engineering hubs—West Lafayette (Purdue University), Urbana-Champaign
(University of Illinois), Columbus (Ohio State University), and even Chicago, with its rich



culture and modern architecture. AIM2026 promises to be another fantastic opportunity to
advance our mission and deepen our connections, both professionally and personally.

I really appreciate your time and effort for AIM2025 and AKABFE in 2025, and | sincerely hope
you had a safe and pleasant trip back home. Thank you once again for your continued
support, enthusiasm, and commitment to AKABFE. Let’s continue working together to build
an inclusive, forward-looking community for agricultural and biological engineers across
borders. | look forward to seeing what we can achieve in the year ahead.

Sincerely,

Young Gu Her

President of AKABFE



